
Early Dynasties of Ancient China 

Dynasty   Background  Achievement  Government/Ruler  Fall 

 

 

 

 

Shang 

 

1700BCE – 1000 BCE 

 

First civilization in  

China 

Lived near the Huang 

River (Yellow River) 

 

Existed during the 

Bronze Age 

 

Organized government 

called a bureaucracy  

 

Agriculture economy 

First  to produce a 

writing system 

 

Developed Kaolin clay 

White clay used for 

pottery) 

 

Believed in ancestor 

worship and magical 

powers 

 

Used oracle bones to 

interpret bones 

 

First emperor – Tang 

 

Last King was Di-xin 

Used chariots to 

protect army 

 

Zhou people over threw 

the Shang 

 

 

 

 

Zhou 

1000BCE – 221BCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Told people God wanted 

the Zhou people to rule 

 

Mandate from Heaven 

 

Controlled central 

government 

 

Feudal society  

 

 

Multiplication tables 

 

Lacquer art work 

 

Crossbows 

 

Confucius born 

Chinese people adopt 

Confucianism as a way 

of life 

 

 

King Yu Feudal lords fought 

among themselves 

 

After Zhou 3 centuries 

of warfare 



 

 

 

 

 

Qin 

221BCE-206BCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Qin took over after the 

warring states of the 

Zhou 

 

Shi Huang Ti took 

office when he was 13 

years old. 

 

Stern ruler 

 

Shi Huang Ti built 

roads, bridges and 

canals. 

 

Built Great Wall 

 

Terra Cotta (Clay) 

Soldiers 

 

Burnt books 

Minted coins 

Standardized writing 

system 

Invented chop sticks 

Standard weights and 

measurements 

Shi Huang Ti ruled for 

15 years – unified China 

 

Set up bureaucracy or 

way of governing 

Shi Huang Ti son took 

over and a rebellion 

happened   

 

Han took over 

 

 

 

 

Han 

200BCE – 200 CE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lasted 400 years same 

time as Romans lived 

 

Strong central 

government headed by 

minister 

Silk Road Started 

Trade flourished 

 

Buried artifacts in 

tombs 

Civil service test – test 

to work for the 

government 

Paper invented 

Leveling program to set 

prices of goods 

Recreated  literature 

Used iron plows 

 

Seismograph invented 

 

Liu Bang 

 

Lie Che – longest ruler 

commonly known as Wu 

Ti 

Death of Wu Ti China 

broke up into kingdoms 
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